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WHEREAS EUROPE APPROACHES NUMEROUS 21°" CENTURY “STEEL INTERSTATE” RAIL SERVICE
CONCEPTS, NO RAIL SERVICE IN THE UNITED STATES OFFERS THIS PROMISE, EXPOSING OUR NATION TO GREATER
RISK FROM PETROLEUM DEPLETION, COST INCREASES, SUPPLY INTERRUPTIONS AND ECONOMIC COMPETITIVENESS;
AND

WHEREAS STEEL INTERSTATE RAIL PROVIDES REDUCED DEPENDENCE ON IMPORTED FUEL, BUILDS
MODAL REDUNDANCY, ENHANCES NATIONAL SECURITY, AND—WHEN ELECTRIFIED—OFFERS THE U.S.
OPPORTUNITY TO EMPLOY DOMESTIC RENEWABLE ENERGY SOURCES AND EFFICIENCY TO DRIVE TRANSPORTATION;
AND

WHEREAS STEEL INTERSTATE RAIL DEMONSTRATES VASTLY GREATER TRANSPORTATION THROUGHPUT
PRODUCTIVITY OVER EQUIVALENT INVESTMENT IN COSTLY INTERSTATE HIGHWAY EXPANSION; AND

WHEREAS STEEL INTERSTATE TECHNOLOGY OFFERS POSITIVE ADVANTAGES FOR COMMUNITIES, THE
COMMONWEALTH, OTHER 1-81 STATES, AND THE UNITED STATES RELATING TO COST, SAFETY, ECONOMIC
GROWTH, TOURISM DEVELOPMENT, DECREASED FUEL CONSUMPTION AND GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS, IMPROVED
AIR QUALITY AND PUBLIC HEALTH, VARIED FREIGHT AND PASSENGER SERVICE OPTIONS, REDUCED FINANCING AND
CARBON CAP AND TRADE RISK EXPOSURE; AND

WHEREAS FORTY-NINE VIRGINIA AND FOUR TENNESSEE GOVERNING BODIES* HAVE PREVIOUSLY VOTED
SUPPORT FOR IMPROVED RAIL SERVICE OVER MASSIVE WIDENING OF I-81; AND

WHEREAS NO PASSENGER RAIL AND LIMITED PUBLIC BUS SERVICE EXISTS IN THIS CORRIDOR SOUTH OF
STAUNTON/CLIFTON FORGE, WEST OF LYNCHBURG/DANVILLE, OR NORTH OF ATLANTA/BIRMINGHAM, DESPITE
EFFORTS BY DOZENS OF LOCAL GOVERNING BODIES AND PRIVATE GROUPS IN THE COMMONWEALTH TO RESTORE
PASSENGER RAIL SERVICE THROUGH THE TRANS DOMINION EXPRESS; AND

WHEREAS CONGRESS IS CONSIDERING INVESTMENTS IN TRANSPORTATION, ENERGY EFFICIENCY, FUEL
CONSERVATION, RENEWABLE ENERGY, GREENHOUSE GAS ABATEMENT, AND INFRASTRUCTURE AS FISCAL
STIMULUS FOR THE NATION, AND THE STEEL INTERSTATE OFFERS OUTSTANDING OPPORTUNITY IN ALL THESE
AREAS;

* Virginia bodies: Abingdon, Albemarle Co., Augusta Co., Blacksburg, Blacksburg/Christiansburg/Montgomery Area M P.O_, Botetourt Co., Bristol, Buena
Vista, Clarke Co., Clifton Forge, Covington, Craig Co.. Edinburg, Floyd Co., Frederick Co., Front Royal, Glade Spring, Harrisonburg, Lexington, Marion,
Montgomery Co., Mount Jackson, Mount Rogers P.D.C., New Market, Northern Shenandoah Valley Regional Commussion, Page Co., Pulaski, Radford, Roanoke,
Roanoke Co., Roanoke Valley-Allegheny Regional Commission, Rockbridge Co., Rockingham Co., Salem, Saltville, Scott Co., Scott Co. Industrial Development
Authority, Shenandoah Co., Smyth Co., Staunton, Stephens City, Toms Brook, Vinton, Warren Co., Washington Co., Winchester, Winchester-Frederick Co.
M.P.O., Wythe Co., Wytheville. Tennessee bodies: Bristol, Jonesborough, Kingsport, and Knoxville.
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF WASHINGTON COUNTY,
VIRGINIA THAT THE BOARD URGENTLY PETITIONS FEDERAL LEGISLATORS TO WORK IN CONCERT WITH
REPRESENTATIVES OF OTHER I-81 CORRIDOR STATES TO SPONSOR AND SECURE PASSAGE OF A FEDERAL
TRANSPORTATION DEMONSTRATION GRANT TO ASSEMBLE IN THE [-81 CORRIDOR BETWEEN KNOXVILLE,
TENNESSEE AND HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA, THE PILOT SEGMENT OF 21°" CENTURY RAIL, THE NORTH
AMERICAN STEEL INTERSTATE SYSTEM.

DONE THIS THE 27" DAY OF JANUARY, 2009.
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MARK K. REETER
COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR




