TRB Annual Meeting 2015: Session Proposal for “Future of Domestic Intermodal Freight Transportation”
Session Title:
Future of Domestic Intermodal Freight Transportation
Time and Location:
Monday, January 12, 2015, 3:45 - 5:30 PM.  Room 147B in the Washington D.C. Convention Center
Session Description:
Rail intermodal has been widely touted as the industry’s big success story, but to date it has concentrated on long-haul, high volume corridors where the doublestack business model fits best. The role of intermodal in capturing shorter domestic hauls with great growth potential is limited. This panel session brings together industry leaders from different stakeholder groups to discuss opportunities and challenges in expanding rail intermodal to shorter, highway-competitive domestic routes.
Format: 
· 5-member Panel Discussion with Moderator

· 3-4 rounds of questions provided in advance

· Audience questions (moderator with backup questions)

Panelists
· Matthew Dietrich, Ohio Rail Development Commission

· Anthony Hatch, ABH Consulting

· Thomas Hoback, Indiana Rail Road

· Ryan D. Houfek, CSX Transportation, Inc.

· Mark A. Yeager, Hub Group

Suggestions for moderator questions
· Place your question here (identify the person who generated the question)

· Recently, the domestic intermodal surpassed international intermodal. Do you see this trend continuing and what is the biggest issue holding back the development? (Scott)

· The minimum distance of movements suitable for intermodal transportation keeps shrinking. Where would you place it today and how much more room is there to shrink it further? (Pasi)

· How much are challenges in Chicago playing a part in the development of intermodal? Is it slowing down the overall development and when completed, can CREATE really function as a booster for intermodal development as well (Scott)?

